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Tue Hawk, Tz Macrigs, AND THE PIGEONS.

A Fable, wery vefpecifuliy addreffed to the Hon. M.
E—tio—+,

TRUTI—I oft in fables 1s convey'd,
And morals too in tales dilplay'd;
And what difcretion won't exprefs,
Fiction may veil in pleafing drefs;
Thus I, when prudence dare not plead,
I make a bird my fermon read.

Ye who the modeft highly prize
Attend a Pigeon in difguife,

And learn each chatterer to defpife ;
For ah! too oft the chattering tongue,
The heart of innocence hath ftung ;
And had the hero of my tale,
Permitted flander to prevail,

A helplefs, difappointed pair,

Had now becn victims of defpair,
Some years ago a hawk expired,
Dreaded by foes, by friends admired ;
To gain Britannia’s deathlefs fame,
And immortalize his own great name,
Glory he made his early aim;

He lived unequalled, died revered,
To every bird was Hawk endeared ;
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He left a fon, his dearcft care,

His hope, his blefling, honour’s heir :
In him each milder virtue fhone,

f*or goodnefs marked him for her own ;
His Kindnefs friendlefs birds redreft,
His fheltering wings the orphan bleft;
To fay the whole, his worth maintain’d,
The glorious name his fire had gained,
This noble Hawk to moft endear'd,
Beneath his wing a pigeon rear’d :
From India’s clime to Britain’s fhade,
The infant ftranger was convey'd,

To early learn that genuine worth,
Which fhould diftinguith birds of birth ;
Hawk < took it up a little flower,?

And placed it in a kindly bower,

Saved him from each inclement fterm,
His tender years fecured from harm,
His infant mind with virtue dreft,

A bright example taught the reft;
Thus happy, honoured, much improved,
Our Pigeon lived by Hawk beloved ;
But when the years of reafen came,
(Alas ! what age fecure from blame ?)
Love triumphed, and he tool: a wife,
More dear than liberty or life ;

The worthy Hawk in wonder loft,
Perceived his views, his wifhes croft ;
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Yet ftill beftowed his cuardian care,
And fmiled delighted on the pair;
The Pigeons thoughtlefs, gay and young,
Believed cach fmoothe, betraying tongue ;
They trufted hope, they banifhed feary
Nor ever dream’t a danger near,
*Tuil indifcretion’s train advance,
The effeéts of vain extravagance :
Behold them then, to want expofed,
Each error heightened—then difclofed ;
Regretted follies, bitter thought,
The leffon of cxperience taught,
Their foft complaints, their burfting (ighs,
The tears that trembled in their eyes,
The Hawk with pitying glance furvey’d,
And fent the mourners liberal aid,
Far from his h2art, though near his neft,
There lived a race to birds a peft;
The magpies named, a chattering crewy
On mifchief bent, about they flew;
The worthy held them in difdain,
Hawk fpurn'd them from his honeft train ;
But though they ne’er approach’d his eary
They itll contrived that he fhould hear,
Each folly of the humble pair,
Thefe favor'd pigeons of his carc ;
They tried in vain with varied art,
To roufe fome paflion—turn his heart;
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Cries one— * it moves me even to rage,

“ That Pigeons {hould a Hawk engage !

“ How better deck’d his board had been,

““ Had he thefe pigeons never feen ;

“ His plumage ftill had been more gay,

“ But for the gold he gives away ;

““ This, Hawks may think benevolence,

“ Bur Magpies deem it want of fenfe.”

“ Nottoo fevere,” a fage one cries,

“ The wvirtues of a Hawk I prize ;

“ Wou'd he the voice of prudence hear,

“ So good a bird we muft revere;

“ Orwou'd he liften to our zale,

“ Permit his reafon to prevail,

“ And let his gold diftinguith werzh,

““ His favour grace a Magpie’s birth ;

“ With gratitude our breafts thould glow,

“ What praifes fhould our tongues beftow!

“ Butah! my friends we fpeak in vain,

“ He cver treats #5 with difdain;

“ The Pigeons faults will ne’er appear,

“ He blots each folly with a tear,”

“ But,” adds another, ¢ fting his pride,

“ Say Hawks and Pigeons are allied ;

“ To prove they have not any claim,

“ (For they muft fuffer all the blame),

“ He'll ne’er again their faces fee,

“ Which may make room for thee or me,”
I But
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But oh! they little knew his mind

Was generous, noble, good and kind;

It forrowed for the poor accufed,

To hear their pleading ne’er refuled ;
And with great {fentiments infpired,

He reafoned thus at eve retired :

“ 'Tis true the Pigeons may be wrong,
“ But I'll not trult a magpie’s tongue ;

““ All that e’er bresthed to error’s prone,
“ In pitying theirs I veil my own;

“ An unforgiving heart fhould be,

¢ Itfelf from imperfection free;

¢ Then mercy for the pair fhall plead,

« T will {hield myfelf in hours of need ;

“ The days of youth aze full of harm,

¢« Each pleafure wears a tempting charm;
<« And when it can old birds allure,

«« How can young Pigeons be fecure ?

«« Andif to give deferves fuch praife,

¢ Such feelings to the heart conveys,

¢« How blefled every mite.that’s given,

¢« So honoured bere, approved by Heaven'!
“ What pleafure in an added difh,

« QOr robe I neither want or wifh;

¢ Or where the mernt to beftow,

¢ That which brings joy they ne’er can know;
“ Then I refolve the pigeon pair,

¢ Shall ftill my kind protection fhare,”

He



[ 59 1]

He then retired to peaceful reft,

With an approving confcience bleft ;

Oh may his reafoning ftill impart,

A leffon to the human heart !

And thou bright fair! whofe worth, and truth,
§o lately bleft a favoured youth,

And thou oh ! E—tw—k fo elate,

How kind thy ftars, how bleft thy fate ;
That gave thee in the fpring of life,

The accomplifhed friend, the charming wife;
Accept the offering of a breaft,

With warmeft gratitude impreft ;

And oh! vouchfafe, bleft pair to hear,

The wifhes of a foul fincere ;

Long may ye bloom, and fee cach grace,

- Refletted in a lovely race !

And as too often cares intrude,

On the kind bofoms of the good,

May fweet domeftic peace beguile,
And make the face of forrow {mile !

And when that love no more can warm,

Efteem fhall lend a milder charm;

Enliven'd friendfhip {tili engage,

And cheer the wintry hours of age ;

Long may ye live in joy to fee,

An offspring from each error free;

And in the lengthen’d honoured line,

A H-—xke’s diftinguithed virtues fhine !
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