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\W I'TH each perfe&tion dawning on her mind,
All beauty’s treafure opening on her cheek,
Each flatt’ring hope fubdu’d, each wifh refign'd,

Does gay Ophelia this lone manfion feek,
Say, gentle maid, what prompts thee to forfake

The paths, thy birth and fortune firew with flow’rs §
Through nature’s kind endearing ties to break,

And wafte in cloyfter’d walls thy penfive hours ?

Let {ober thought reftrain thine erring zeal,
That guides thy footfteps to the veftal gate,

Left thy foft heart (this frieodfhip bids re\"cal) :
Like mine unblelt how'd mourn like mine t00 late.

Ionely-whifp‘ring voice,

| Does fome angelic ¥
: pulfe, or {ome dream diving,

Some facred 1m
Approve the diftates of thy early ch
Approach with confidence the aw
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ful fhrine.
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altar’ bafe
ng at yon altar’s marble

.re kneeli . '
Thl:,:.]]f::jh.ﬂms of rapture from thine eye-lid lteal,
(Whi :

And {miling heav’n illumes thy foul \\illh grace)
res bh wver can’ll repeal,
Pronounce the yow, thou ne

Yet if miflled by ;’alfeventitlcd friends,
Who {ay—¢* That peace with all her comely traiu;

# From ftarry regions to this clime defcends,
= Smooths ev’ry frown, and foftens ev I'y pain:

 That veftals tread contentment’s flow’ry lawn,
e Approv'd of innocence, by health careft : |
¢ That rob'd in colonrs bright, by fancy drawn,
 « Celeftial hope fits {miling at their breaft ;”

Sufpect their fyren fong and artful fyle,
Their pleafing founds fome treach’rous thought conceal !

Full oft does pride with fainted voice beguile,
And fordid int’reft wear the mafk of zeal.

A tyrant abbefs here perchance may reign,

Who, fond of pow’r, affecs the imperial nod,
Looks down difdainful on her female train, '
~ And rules the cloyfter with an iron rod.

Reflection fickens at the life-long tie,
Back-glancing mem’ry a@s her bufy part,

‘ -' Its charms the world unfolds to fancy’s eye,

 fAnd fheds allurement on the yihfy] heart,
Lo

r——







