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Guard your own breafts, -and be the bulwark there, _
o know DO €nvy, and no malice fear, 3 [ .;:' i\
At laft you'll find, thus ftoic-like prepar’d, ) i
That verfe and virtue are their own reward. Yy EE .
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Infcribed to a Lapy who expreffed a great averfion to ;
‘MarRRIAGE.

N Zfop’s days,swhen. trees cou'd fpeak, :;
And talk in Hebrew, Latin, Greek, ;
An elm and vine;~by:chance near neighbours, |
Tho' feparate, each purfu'd:their;labours ; &ﬁ'
The vine, with native fiveetnefs fraught,
For man prepar’d the chearing draught ;
‘Her tendrils curl’d.along the:plain,
And ruddy clufters fwell'd amain.,
The tow'ring elmy could:little boaft,: .
But leaves a barrenifhade.at-moft ;
Save when by wopdman’s ftaxdy ftroke -
Cut down to make a chair, or fpoke ;
Yet tho' pyt fmail his claim to merit,
ot wholly void of fenfe.or fpirit,
Als neighbour’s wort,k he view'd with {miles, -
nd long'd to fhare her ufeful toils, oot -
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« O faid he, were we but ene,

Sure blifs would enter hare alone ;

For I by you encircled high,
Should fcorn theoak's proad majefty,
While your rich fruit time might mature

From ftorms and favage beafts {fecure 5

‘Our mutual help would foothe our care,

And heav'n approve the happy pair.”

¢« Forbear, fir elm, the vine reply’d,
Nor wonder if your fuit's deny’d.

Shall I give up my independence,

On your caprice to dance attendance ?
Muft I, or ned, or bend, or twine,
Juft as your worthip fhall incline ?

Or fhall my charms,which all admire,

Become a barren tree’s attire ?
No—{feek more fuitable alliance =—=
I to all danger bid defiance. =
Here, unconfin’d, I range my #ll;
And bounteous nature waits my will.”
At this the modeft elm ftruck mute,

Forbore to urge his friendly {uit :

But, forely griev'd to meet difdain,

A tender figh exptp&lcu;is'pn‘m., @ -

When, lo!. thick darknefs veils the pole,
Dread lightnings flath, loud thunders roll ; -
Impetuous rains in floods defaznd,
And trembling natumm @giﬁq R
The vino, faint, fpiritlefs, forlorn,
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Creeps feebly to the elm’s embrace 5
And in his arms finds fweet folace ;
United thus they ftorms defy,

And mutual grace and aid fupply.
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Performed fince the conclufion of the peace, with univerfal ‘
applaufe, at Paris, ‘

0O long by fome fatality mifled, ey

1 From pride refulting, or from folly -bred i 4
Each clime to all the virtues lays a claim, |

And foars, felf-flatter'd, to the ‘to'p"of fame; t*‘--‘“

Confines each merit to itfelf alone, '

Or thinks no other equal to its own: |
Een the pale Ruffian fhiv'ring as he lies, el
Beneath the horror of his bittereft fkies, 5
While the loud tempeft rattles o'er his head,
Or burfts all dreadful on his totring fhed,
Hugs a foft fomething clofely to his foul,
That foothes the cutting fharpnefs of the pole,
Elates his bofom with a confcious pride,
And finiles contempt on all the world befide. bt
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