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FRIEN D to the gloomy fhade of night?
Vaft fource of fanciful delight!
Power! whofe care-diffolving fway,
The flave that pants o’er Indian hills,
The wretch whom fnow-girt Zembla chills,
And wide creation’s fertile race obey;
The joyous chorifters that flit in air,
The mutes that dwell beneath the filver flood,
The favage howling o’er th’ affrighted wood,
And man, th’ impé_rious lord of all, thy power declare,
1L
Thy magic wand can oft reftrain
The mifer’s fordid hopes of gain;
Can make each heart-felt trouble ceafe:
' Or from the fickening thought fufpend
The image of a dying friend ;
And lull Sufpicion’s wakeful eyes in peace.
If thou but foothe the fa'thful lover’s reft,
No fond remembrance of each parting figh,
Of beauty’s fmile, or pity’s ftreaming eye,
In grief’s foft moments fteal around his aking breaft.
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11l
nd! thou ne’er fhalt thed

datr vi tue’s frie
II:htr ;»Ilaiﬁings o'er the impious head,
Or *midft the noife of crowds be found ;
Thy balm-diftilling {weets alone
To ermin’d Innocence are known, :
And gay Content with rural garlands CT’OWH d
Bv thee the fhadow-trembling murderer’s guilt
With doubled terror wrings the tortur’d foul,
The purpled fieel, the life-deftrutive bowl, :
Recall the baleful horrors of the blood he fpilt,
IV.
When by fome pale and livid light
I cheat the tedious hours of night,
Indulging o’er the Attic page:
The dying taper warns to reft,
Thy vifions feize my ravifh’d breaft,
And pictur’d beauties real woes affuage.
O’er Helicon © my bleating Yambs I guard, -
Or mix’d with dull Beeotia’s fimple {wains
Prote&t my flocks in humble Afcra’s plains,
And view the fy-horn fifters hail their favourite bard,
W
Methinks I hear the Theban lyre:
I feel my ravith’d fou] afpire ;

" Hefiod is faid to haye led
eon, where, as he relates jn his
and adopted him ip their fervi

the life of 2 fhepherd on mount Heli-

Theogony, the Mufes appeared to him,
CCe V. 2,4. 3

The
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The nymphs furround the infant boy,

Already confcious of his fame

The feftive choirs their hopes proclaim,
While Pan exults with ancoith figns of
For thee %, fole glory of thy abjea race;
The thyme-fed bees their lufcions fiveets diffufe,
To foothe the numbers of thy copious mufe,
And in Beeotia fix edch coy reluQtant grace.

VI,

Oft fir'd with Bacchanalian rage,

The t Father of the Grecian ftage

In terror clad anmoys my reft;

1 feel unnumbei’d hortors rife!

The fight forfakes my fwimming eyes,
While hiffing furies rifh upon my breaft,
In folemn pomp, I fee old Gela mourn,
Diffolv’d in grief befide the poet’s grave
To {orrowing founds he lulls each plaintive wave,
His willows fading and his fea-green mantle torn,

10y 5

$ Pindar: whofe birth the Nymphs and Pan are faid to have {olem<
hized with dances: wé are likéwife told, that in his infancy the bees
fed him with their honey. He was born at T hebes, the capital of Beeo=

tia, a province remarkable for the dulnefs of its {nbabifants, of which

he himfelf takes notice in his Cl-jrmpids. Sy G
t Afchylus, who was reported never to have wrote but when in-

fpirited by wine; he had a particular genius for terelfying the audience:

"
of which the Chorus of Furies in his Eumenides is a rcn.'t&rkl:b!" ‘?hf
well known inftance. He was buried near the viver Gela, where .
tingedians performed dramas at his tomb.
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VII. _
With longing tafte, with eager lip,
In raptur’d vifions oft I fip :
The honeys of the tragic ¥ bee;: [
Whofe ftrains could every tempeft quell, Z
Could every noxious blaft difpell,
And ftill the hollow roaring of the fea. :
Whofe powerful fancy, whofe exhauftlefs vein,
Whofe daring genius, whofe triumphant Wigy: |
Deep fource from whence ten thoufand rivers fprm'g, }
Jult bounds could limit, and each rigid rule reftrain.

VIIL . f
How oft infpir'd with magic dread,
By fancy to the cave I'm led
Where fits the wife Piérian * fage;

With piercing eye, with penfive mind, !
In attic folitude reclin’d, '
Stern virtue’s precepts chill the poet’s rage.
Bleft bard! whofe mufe, mid mildeft morals ftrong,
Could each rebelliaus appetite controul,
g-;gé Could wal&.e ea(_:h tender feeling of the foul,
goas And deck inftruftion in the pleafing charms of fong. :
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u Sophocles, who, t is faid, was able to.
. atdfea. Philoffratys ,

* Euripides, who,
- P48 418, was report
melancholy caye,

¥

TR check the fury of the winds
de Vita Apolloni Tyanei, lib, viii. pag. 393

ius lih, xv, caps 20,
his tragedies in an old
He was generally diftinguifhed by the epithet of
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it IX.
With patriot ardor T behold
The ¥ mirthful mufe for freedom bold

Tho’ chafte, fevere; the’ poignant, fweelf'
For long uncertain where to reft,

At length upon the poet’s breaft
The {portive Graces fix’d their gay retreat.
~ With fimpler ftrains -the z Doric mufes charm,
-~ And oft to nobler themes of heavenly praife
As Lybia’s 2 poet hymns his foiemn lays,
The wanton Texan b love§ each cha.ﬁbr tf;aught difarm.
vt g3l iietly x. e Bihgst Yed ). ;:...; 5..
Thus may thy languhﬁ éﬁarn‘is drfpenfe e
Their bleflings o’er my ravifh’d fenfe e
By thee to Attic worlds convey’d. kot
5 Thus if at Juno’s © fond requeﬁ: fog v
Thou e’er on Ida s top op

And, Morpheus, ‘ﬂws: y thy n it
For ever hovering rotﬁﬁ ' ?‘miﬂi}féﬁft 50
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