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'On the Abfence. of,.the Poetic, .
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Whyy ' whyhaft thouw withdrawn thy aid 2%/
Why thus forfook my widow'd breaft,
With dark infeebling damps opprefs’d ?
Where is the bold prophetic heat,
With which my
Where all the_bright myfteriots

Say, can the purple charms of wine,
Or young DionEe’s form divine,

. Or flatt’ring f{cenes of promisd fame
- ‘4

Relume thy faint, thy dying flame?
Have
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Have f{oft, melodious airs the pow’r

To give one free, poetic hour ?

Or, from gr;i{d th” Elyfian train,

The foul of MILTO:N. ﬂlali_l gain,
To win thee back with fome ceeleftial ftrain ?

O mighty mind ! O facfed flame !

My {pirit kindles ‘at his name :

Again my labring bofom burns ; -

The Mufe, th’ infpiring Mufe returns!

Such on the banks of Tyne confeft,

I hail'd the bright, ethereal gueft;

When firft fhe feal’d me ‘for her owin,

Made all her blifsful’ treafures: known;

And bad me fwear tq,_folﬁlo_w H e alone.
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