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LINES FOR A FRIEND’S ALBUM.

LinEs, in addition to the treasure
Of poesy, culled for the pleasure
Of beau and belle and gentle dame,
When seated round the evening flame,

o
-

hour 1s waning,
3

Al e [ R e

And tardy coachman guests detaining,—
;

A courteous friend hath bid me write

Upon her Album’s pages white.

But age the easy grace hath lost
That would become such pages most,
While of a quondam rhymester’s skill,
Scarce aught is extant but the will;
And sober, stinted age must use
The school-girl’s worn and stale excuse,
When, long her correspondent’s debtor,

The apology becomes the letter.
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