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198 THE KITTEN.

Of home unsocial, spends her age
And rarely turns a lettered page,
Upon her hearth for thee lets fall

The rounded cork or paper ball,

Nor chides thee on thy wicked watch,
The ends of ravelled skein to catch,
But lets thee have thy wayward will,

Porplexing oft her better skill.

Even he, whose mind of gloomy bent,
In lonely tower or prison pent,
Reviews the coil of former days,
And loathes the world and all its ways,
What time the lamp’s unsteady gleam
Hath roused him from his moody dream,
Feels, as thou gambol’st round his seat,
His heart of pride less fiercely beat,
And smiles, a link in thee to find,
That joins it still to living kind.

Whence hast thou then, thou witless puss!

The magic power to charm us thus ?
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200 THE KITTEN.
4 '
Soft be the change which thou shalt prove !
198 When time hath s oiled thee ot our |u\'|-.
! I :
Still be thou deemed by housewife fat
1R A comely, careful, mousing cat,
Whose dish is, for the public good,
3 Replenished oft with savoury food.
a0 it SCHOOL 1
Nor, when thy span of life is past, :
. Be thou to pond or dung-hill cast,
But, gently borne on goodman’s spade,
: w happy
$ Beneath the decent sod be laid ; Ho app)
B . - . i i =  § S [ 2
And children shew with glistening eyes When shado
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