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A REVERIE.

BESIDE a spreading elm, from whose high boughs
Like knotted tufts the crow’s light dwelling shows,
Skreened from the northern blast and winter-proof,
Snug stands the parson’s barn with thatched roof.
At chaff-strewed door where in the morning ray
The gilded mots in mazy circles play,

And sleepy Comrade in the sun is laid,

More grateful to the cur than neighb’ring shade:
In snowy shirt, unbraced, brown Robin stood,
And leant upon his flail in thoughtful mood.

His ruddy cheeks that wear their deepest hue,
His forehead brown that glist'ning drops bedew,
His neck-band loose and hosen rumpled low,

A careful lad, nor slack at labour, shew.
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76 POEMS.

His mind thus bent, with downcast eyes he stood,

And leant upon his flail in []l()ll;_’;htf‘l‘ll mood,
His soul o’er manv a soft remembrance ran

And mullm'ing to himself the youth l)cgan.

“ Ah! happy is the man whose early lot

Hath made him master of a furnished cot ;

Who trains the vine that round his window grows,

And after setting sun his garden hoes ;

Whose wattled pales his own enclosure shield,
Who toils not daily in another’s field.
Where’er he goes, to church or market town,
With more respect he and his dog are known,
With brisker face at pedlar’s booth he stands,
And takes each tempting gew-gaw in his hands,
And buys at will or ribands, gloves, or beads,
And willing partners to the green he leads::
And oh! secure from toils that cumber life,
He makes the maid he loves an easy wife,
Ah! Nelly! canst thou with contented mind

Become the help-mate of a labouring hind,
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