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74 THE VILLAGE.

- ~ B ’_'

On Mincio’s banks, in Casar’s bountegyg Feign

: . ' - al,
If Tityrus found the Golden Age again,
Must sleepy bards the flattering dream prolong,
Mechanie echoes of the Mantuan song ?
From Truth and Nature shall we widely stray,
Where Virgil, not where Fancy, leads the way (1

)

S . —_
one had more than he could tell what to do with. Love, indeed, might
occasion some rivalships amongst them, because many lovers fix upon r;r.e
subject, for the loss of which they will be satisfied with no compensation,
Otherwise it was a state of ease, innocence, and contentment ; whera
plenty begot pleasure, and pleasure begot singing, and singing begot poetry,
and poetry begot pleasure again. An author, therefore, that would Write
pastorals should form in his fancy a rural scene of perfect ease and tranquil-
lity, where innocence, simplicity, and joy abound. It is not enough that
he writes about the country ; he must give us what is agreeable in that
scene, and hide what is wretched. Let the tranquillity of the pastoral life
appear full and plain, but hide the meanness of it; represent its simplicity
as clear as you please, but cover its misery. As there is no condition
exempt from anxiety, I will allow shepherds to be afflicted with such mis=
fortunes as the loss of a favourite lamb, or a faithless mistress. He may, it
you please, pick a thorn out of his foot, or vent his grief for losing the
prize in dancing; but these being small torments, they recommend that
state which only produces such trifling evils.” — STEELE.]

(1) [** This year (1783) I had,” says Boswell,  an opportunity of seeing,
by means of one of his friends, a proof that Dr. Johnson’s talents, as well
as his obliging services to authors, were ready as ever. He had revised
* The Village,” an admirable poem, by the Rev. Mr. Crabbe. Its sentiments
as to the false notions of rustic happiness and rustic virtue were Q}llte
congenial with his own ; and he took the trouble, not only to suggest slight
corrections and variations, but to furnish some Iines, when he thought
he could give the writer’s meaning better than in the words of the mﬂ-nl:
script. 1 shall give an instance, marking the original by Roman, 35
Johnson’s substitution in Italic characters :

% ¢ 1a fairer scenes, where peaceful pleasures spring,

Tityrus the pride of Mantuan swains might sing:

But, charm’d by him, or smitten with his views,

Shall modern poets court the Mantuan muse ?

From Truth and Nature shall we widely stray,

Where Fancy leads, or Virgil led the way ?’

“* On Mincio’s banks, in Caesar’s bounteous reign,’ §¢- L

Here we find Dr. Johnson's poetical and critical powers undlmlﬂl::m
I must, however, observe, that the aids he gave to this poem W€

T
small as by no means to impair the distinguished merit of the autho®
Croker’s Boswell, vol. v, p. 55.
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Beloved of Heaven, these humble lines ff)l‘give,

That sing of Thee (1), and thus aspire to live,
As the tall oak, whose vigorous branches fory

An ample shade and brave the wildest storm,

High o’er the subject wood is seen to grow,

Th‘(‘ guard and glory of the trees below;

Till <:n its head the fiery bolt descends,

And o’er the plain the sh

Yet then it lies, all wond'rous as before,

attor il Firle Ao
1atter Lu_laek tht(;IlJ,s;

a5 1 syl By sl o
And still the glory, though the guard no more :

So THOU, when every virtue, every grace,
Rose in thy soul, or shone within thy face ; [known

. ’
WA ] F : e {2 02 »
Vhen, though the son of GRANBY(2), thou wert
Less by thy father’s glory than thy own;

When Honour loved and gave thee every charm,
Fire to thy eye and vigour to thy arm ;

Then from our lofty hopes and longin
Fate and thy virtues call’d thee to the skies;
Yet still we wonder at thy tow’ring fame,
And, losing thee, still dwell upon thy name.

(1) Lord Robert Manners, the youngest son of the Marquess of Granby
and the Lady Frances Seymour, daughter of Charles duke of Somerset, ik
born on the 5th of February, 1758; and was placed with his brother, the
late duke of Rutland, at Eton school, where he acquired, and ever after
retained, a considerable knowledge of the classical authors. Lord Robfrl”f~
after going through the duties of his profession on board d‘iﬁ‘eren? fhlpf:
was made captain of the Resolution, and commanded her in nine differe
actions, besides the last memorable one on the 12th of April, 1782, whefs
breaking the French line of battle, he received the wounds which termi-
nated his life, in the twenty-fourth year of his age. See the Annualbffj
gister. — [This article in the Annual Register was written by M. G
and is now reprinted as an Appendix to “ The Village.”"]

(2) [John, Marquess of Granby, the illustrious commander-1n-C 0
British forces in Germany during the Seven Years’ War, died i 177%
fore his father, the thirteenth Earl and third Duke of Rutland
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