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FAREWELL STANZAS ON LEAVING COOKHAM *,

IN THE SPRING OF THE YEAR 17481,

WHEN MR. B. WAS NOT QUITE EIGHTEEN YEARS
OLD, TWO YEARS AFTER HE LETT

ETON-SCHOOL.

TO MRS. MALTHUS.

YE nymphs and fwains, fo innocently gay,
Who dwell where Thames rolls on his filver way ;
Where'er in Cookham’s lov’d ret;‘eats you ftray,
To you a wand'rer gives his parting lay;

Nor will he €’er forget thofe blifsful days,

Where on your banks he tun'd his artlefs lays;

* Cookham and Taplow were at that time inhabited by a number of fuch

families as few neighbourhoods could then, can now, boaft; many gentle-
men of great learning, many ladies, mothers and daughters, with higl;iy-
cultivated minds, by which 1s not meant that they had a fmattering of Latin

or Greek. With thefe Mr. B.s family lived in great intimacy.




" FAREWELL ,B*TANZA}A

To you his Mufe this parting tribute Payg, :
-And ﬁngs; ‘but fings unbrib’d, your mode prai
But now a long farewell, ye nymphs, J

With you no more I tread the verdantP A L;
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No more with you I fhare my JOyS, W hail :-..-fi,::rE.
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Nor fhall you hear agam my plamtwe ﬁ:ram 53
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But ere, lov’d Thames, thy flow’ry bz
Where oft I ’ve hail'd th’ approach of fobqv
Do thou, whilft Fate permits a fhort r
Do thou, dear Thames+}, this parting w
“O! ever gently flow, thou hallow'd ftrea
O! may thy waves be ftill the Mufe’s t
e ez, | When on thy banks pa]e Cynthia ﬂ:;e@
2 O! there may Fancy gild the Poet’s dm :
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* Dr. Berkeley put off his journey to the umrerﬁtg tf ;; .
thcr he accqmpamed hls fon, from Fcbma.ry, when Iije{ ant to.
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