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MALCOLM’S HEIR.

A TALE OF WONDER.

O, go not by Dunorloch’s walls
When the moon is in the wane,
And cross not o’er Dunorloch’s bridge,

The farther bank to gain !

For there the Lady of the Stream
In dripping robes you'll spy,
A-singing to her pale wan babe

An eldrich lullaby.

And stop not at the house of Merne,
On the eve of good Saint John;
For then the swathed knight walks his rounds

With many a heavy moan.

All swat
And ¢
And he
Wher
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On it
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302 MALCOLM’S HEIR,

And the serpent’s hiss, and the tiger’s growl, The

T

And the famished vulture’s cry,

Were mixed at times, as with measured skill, And
[n this horrid harmony. A

;
Up bristled the locks of Malcolm’s heir, And
And his heart it quickly beat, n
And his trembling steed shook under his hand, Wit
And Swain cowered close to his feet. B
When lo! a faint light, through the porch, Eac
Still strong and stronger grew, £
And shed on the walls and the lofty roof She
Its wan and dismal hue. :

\

And slowly entering then appeared,

Approaching with soundless tread, |
A funeral band in dark array, 5
As in honour of the dead.
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308 MALCOLM’S HEIR.

tation, which is finely imagined, and produces a powerful effect :
and this passage in the above ballad may, perhaps, lead the
reader to suppose that I had that description in my mind when
[ wrote it. Had this been the case, I should have owned it
readily But the Ballad of Malcolm’s Heir was written several
years before the publication of that Poem ; and in the hands of
the immediate friends of my own family ; though as no copy of
it was ever given away, it was impossible it could ever reach
further. I, therefore, claim it, though acknowledging great in-
feriority, as a coincidence of thought with that distinguished
Author.
¢ Their senses reeled, for every, sound
Which the ear loves not, filled the air;
Each din that reason might confound
Echoed in ceaseless tumulf there ;
Swift whirling wheels,—the shriek intense
Of one who dies by violence;
Yell, hoarse and deep, from blood-hound’s throat ;
The night-crow’s evil-boding note ;
Such wild and chattering sounds as throng
Upon the moon-struck idiot’s tongue :
The roar of bursting flames, the dash
Of waters wildly swelling round,
Which unrestrained by dyke or mound,
Leap down at once with hideous crash.”
MARGARET OF ANJoU, Cant. VII




